NORTHAJvIPTON  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


REPORT  OP  MEDICAL  OPPICSR  OP  HE/XTH  POR  THE  YE/iR  1946 


Pebruary,  1948 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 

Northampton  Rural  District  Council. 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  beg  to  present  my  Annual  Report  for  the  year  1946  upon  the 
health  of  the  Rural  District. 


Area  in  acres 
Population  (l946) 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  (end  of  1946) 
o.ccording  to  rate  books 

Rateable  Value,  31st  December,  1946. 


50, 010 
17,600 

4,980 
£  122,521 


Product  of  Id.  Rate,  1946/47 


£  497  1  9  4  -.: 


Live  births;  total  340 

Legitimate 

Illegitimate 

Still  births:  total  6 


male  170  female  170 

male  162  female  159 
male  8  female  11 

male  4  female  2 
(all  legit iraccte) 


Birth  rate  per  1,000  estima.tcd  resident  population  -  19.3 

Birth  rate  per  1,000  estimated  resident  X-^opulation  ,, 

for  England  and  Wales  -  .  '  19.1 

Deaths  total  174  -  ma^le  87  female  87  ' 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  estimated  average  population  -  9.8 

Death  Rato  per  1,000  estimated  a,voiaagc  population 

for  England  and  Wa.lcs  -  .11.5 


There  were  no  deaths  from  PuerperaJ  Sepsis  or  other 
Puerperal  Ca.uses. 

Deaths  of  infa^nts  under  1  yean  of  c.go  •-  male  8  female  4 

(a.ll  legitimate) 

Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  a.ges)  32:  Male  14  ,  female  18 
There  were  no  deaths  from  measles  or  whooping  cough  or 
diarrhoea  under  2  years  of  a.ge. 

Suicide  Male  1  female 

Road  traffic  Succidents  MaLlc  2  female 

Other  Violent  causes  Male  -  feraa^lc  2 


Nephritis  5  male,  7  female;  Dialetes  0;  Cerebral 
Haemorrhage  9  male,  0  female;  Heart  Disease  26  male, 

26  female; ■  Bronchitis  2  male,  2  female;  Pneumonia,  5  male, 
3  female; '  Influenza  1  male,  1  female. 


GENER.lL  PROVISION  OF  HEilTH  SERVICES  FOR  THE  AREhi 

(i)  Medical  Officer  of  Health  H.  P.  Percival,  O.B.E. ,  B. A. ,  M.R. C.S. 

L. R.  C.P. 

Sanitary''  Inspector  &  Surveyor  R.  J.  Miller,  A. I.A.S.,  M.R.San.I* 

M .  S  •  X .  A . 

Assistants  .  C.  Rhodes,  D.P.A.  (Lend),  M.R.San.I. 

R.  R.  Haylett;  A.R.San.I. 

(ii)  (a)  Laboratory  Services  are  still  being  carried  out  at  the  Emergency 

Public  Health  Laboratory,  Northampton  General  Hospital. 

(b)  Ambulance  Services  -  St.  John  /imbulanco.  King  Street,  Northampton 
removes  all  ordinary  cases. 
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Diphtheria  ihititoxin  can  alv/ays  he  obtained  for  use  in  the 
District  by--applying  -to- the-'Dispcnscr-at  the -Jforthairpton'  General 
Hospital. 

Infant  l^clfare  Centres  are  held  at  Dust  on  and  Hackle  ton. 

There  have  been  11  sessions  at  each  village.  - . Average -at tendanc  es  ' 

a.t  Duston  arc  41,  and  Hackleton  37  per  session. 

Hospitals. 

Northampton  General  Hospital  is  available  for  medical  and 
surgical  cases  and  ma.ternity  cases. 

Isolation  HospitaJ  -  The  hospita.1  at  Staverton  ha.s  had  to  be 
closed.  Ca.scs  requiring  admission  to  hospita.1  arc  nov^'-  sent  to 
the  Harborough  Roa^d  Hospital,  belonging  to  the  Northampton 
Corpora.tion. 

S;j^IT.RY  CIRCTOiST/JJCES  OF  THE  iJSA 

TIater  Supply. 

L  piped  v/ater  supply  is  urgently  needed  throughout  the  whole 
District.  With  very  few  exceptions  many  of  the  villages  tend  to 
run  short  of  viator  in  the  summer,  especia.lly  if  there  ha. s  not  been 
sufficient  mnter  ra.in  to  fill  the  springs  and  vrclls. 

Since  the  l^.st  printed  innua.l  Report,  i.e.  for  1938,  the  only 
improvements  caih’ied  out  have  been: 

(1)  Wootton  -  extension  by  the  Northajnpton  Corporation 
of  their  mains  to  and  through  the  Parish.  This  was  only  aiter 
some  yeans  of  dela.y  by  the  Corponation,  and  then  only  a.fter  strong 
pressure  by  the  District  Council. 

(2)  Yandley  Hastings  -  purchme  by  the  Council  of  the  Compton 
Estaies  Co’s  Yandley  Chane  supply,  and  extending  it  to  link  up 
Yvdth  the  Yardley  Ha^stings  village  mains* 

(3)  Denton  -  a.  connecting  main  from  the  above-mentioned  supply 
to  Denton  village  reservoir. 

Generaily  the  quatlity  of  public  mains  supplies  has  been 
satisfactory  as  shown  by  the  periodic  bacteriologica.l  examinaiions. 

The  sajnc  cannot  be  sa.id  of  many  public  abd  privaic  wells. 

Again  in  the  summer  and  autumn  months  of  the  yean,  an  ha.s 
been  so  since  the  drought  of  1943  a.nd  1944,  supplies  were  very 
poor.  .  • 

The  adoption  by  the  Council  of  a'- comprehensive  scheme, 
foriaulated  and  preparv.d  by  the  Council's  Surve^ror  (referrld  to  more 
fully  elsev/'here)  ■'Tould,  if  in  being,  have  prevented  the  anxi^-ty  and 
strain  of  the  past  fev/  years.  But  alas  its  materialisation  is  not  yet. 

Sanitation.  r  , 

- .  .  .  .  . 

The  only  major  a^nd  very  ,  important  improvement  since  1938 
has  been  a.t  Wobttoh,  ‘vbere  -  in  "conjunction  with  the  Wan  Office  - 
a^  complete  sewap^c  disposal  works  ws.s  constructed,  and  agreement  . 
made  for  completion  ’  of  sev/erage  throughout  the  village. 

The  other  villa.ge  disposa.1  arrangements  functioned  more  or  .  • 

less  satisfactorily,  but  lack  of  ad.equa.te  and  efficient  labour  ■  ■ 

strength  wa.s  a  severe  hindrance.  - 

Every  effort  has  been  made  to  keep  cleansed  as  necessary 
the  many  dradnage  ditches  in  the  area. 


Collections  of  night-soil  hnvc  been  maintnined  v.dth 
difficulty  in  the  parishes  of  Bugbrookc  and  Nether  Heyford. 
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Scavenging. 

Throughout  the  v/r.r  years?  and  during  the  year  under  rcvicvi/-? 
regulcjT  collection  of  refuse  veas  maintainv-d?  and  alongside  and. 
still  continuing  -  cJ.thdugh  not  to  th^,:  sarae  extent  -  is  the 
collection  of  salvPvge. 

Housing. 

1.  Inspection  of  Dvrcllinp;  Houses  during  the  Yea.r: 

Total  number  of  dwelling  houses 
inspected  for  housing  defects 
(under  Public  Hccalth  or  Housing 

Acts)  120 

Number  of  Inspections  made  for  the 
purpose  150 

Number  of  dwelling  houses  (included 
under  sub-head  (l)  above)  which  \7C re  ■  ; 

inspected,  end  recorded  und.er  the  ^ 

Housing  Consolidc.tcd  Regulat j.ons? 

1925  end  1932  end  under  Rural 

Housing  Survey  1,482 

Number  of  Inspections  made  for  the 
purpose  '  1,512 

Number  of  dwelling' houses  fou'nd  to  bo 
in  a  ste.to  so  dangerous  or  injurious 
to  health  as  to  un'''^it  .for  human 
he.bitation  NIL 

Number  of  dwelling  houses  (exclusive  of 
those  referred  to  -under  the  preceding 
sub-head)  found,  not  to  be  in  all 
respects  reasonably  fit  for  li-umm 

ha.b  it  action  120 

2.  Remedy  of  Defects  during  the  Year  wdthout 

service  of  I'ormaA  Notices. 

Niomber  of  defective  dwelling  houses  rendered 
fit  in  consequence  of  informoLl  action 
by  the  Loc.al  Authority  or  their  Officers 

3.  Action  under  Statutory/-  Povvcrs  during  the  Year: - 

(a)  Proceedings  under  Sections  9,  10  and  16 
of  the  Housing  Act,  1936  - 

(l)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect 
of  v.'hich  notices  were  served 
requiring  repairs 

9  ' 

(2.)  N-umber  of  dw^elling  houses  which  were 
rendered,  fit  aft.  r  s^nvice  of  forrna.l 
notices :  - 

(a)  By  0\incr5 

(b)  By  LocaA  Authority  in  d.cfault 

of  Owners 


NIL 


NIL 


1.  (a) 

(b) 

2.  (a) 

(t) 

3. 


NIL 
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Action  vmdor  Statutory  'Poyjcts  during  the  Year:  (Continued) 

(b)  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts:- 

(1)  Nujnbor  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of 

which  notices  were  served  requiring 

defects  to  be  remedied  '  NIL 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  which  defects 

were  remedied  ci’ter  service  of  formal 
notices: - 

'  (a)  By  Owners  NIL 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of 

Ovners  NIL 

(c)  Proceedings  under  Sections  11  and  15' of  the  Housing 

Act,  1936:- 

(1)  Number  of  dvrclling  houses  in  respect  of  which 

Demolition  Orders  were  made  NIL 

(2)  Number  of  dv/elling  houses  demolished  in 

pursuance  of  Demolition  Orders  NIL 

(d)  Proceedings  under.  Section  12  of  the  Housing  Act, 

1936;- 

(1)  Number  of  scprjratc  tenements  or  underground 

rooms  in  respect  of  vdiich  Closing  Orders 

were  imdc  NIL 

(2)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground 

rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders 

were  determined,  the  tenement  or  room 

having  been  rendered  fit  NIL 

4.  Housing  Act,  1936.  Part  IV,  Overcrowding. 

(a)  (i)  Number  of  dwellings  overcrowded  a,t  the 

end  of  the  ycrjc  30 

(ii)  Number  of  families  dwelling  therein  40 

(iii)  Nui'nbcr  'if  pv.;rsons  dwelling  therein  ? 

(b)  Nuraber  of  new  cases  of  overcrov.rding  reported  during 

the  year  NIL 

(c)  (i)  iT\imbcr  of  cases  of  overcDrowding  relieved 

during  the  ycror  .NIL 

(ii)  Number  of  persons  concerned  in  such  cases 

(d)  Prjrticu Ira’S  of  rny  eases  in  which  dv/clling  houses 

have  again  become  overcrowded  after  the  Local 
Authority  have  t-Jeen  steps  for  the  abatement 
of  overcrowding  NIL 

(e)  iJiy  other  particulars  v/ith  respect  to  overcrowding 

conditions  upon  which  the  Medieval  Officer  of 
Health  mry  consider  it  desirable  to  report* 

StrJf . 

The  only  chrngc  during  the  yerjr  in  the  staff  of  the  Chief 
Sanitary  Ins;?ector  was  that  Hr.  R.  R.  Haylctt  passed  his  qualif^^ing 
exrjnination  in  December,  1945  and  was  appointed  in  May  1946  as  a 
Smit'^ny  Inspector. 

Dairies  rnd  Cowsheds » 

The  registers,  now  brought  up-to-date,  show  the  follovdng 
registrations  at  the .  end  of  the  yorar: 

Producers  and  Producer  retailers  157:  Retailers  only  7 

Slaupb’tier  Houses: 

Centralised  slau.^tering  under  the  Government's  war-time  scheme 
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in  still  in  force,  and  from  an  administrative  and  inspectorial  aspect 
it  is  to  be  hoped  the  day  is  passed  of  the  small  scattered 
independent  slaughterhouse,  except  probably  for  occasional  use. 

r- 


Number  and  Nature  of  Inspections  made. 


'  Housing  Acts 

(a)  RureJ  Housing  Survey 

W' . 


Houses  not  in  all  respects  fit  for  habitation 


M He  and  Dairies  Orders 

(a)  Inspections  of  (i)  Retail  Dairies 

(ii)  Covdeeepers  Premises 

b)  Investigating  complains  re  Milk  Supply 

c)  Milk  Samples  trlcen 


Water  Supply 

fa)  Water  Samples  taken 

(b)  Investigating  complaints  re  water  supply 


1,362 

150 


123 

72 

73 
95 


Public  Health  Acts  etc. 

(a)  Infectious  Diseases  (i)  Investigating  Cases. 

' .  (ii)  Removals  to  Hospital 

(iii)  Performing  Disinfection 
—  -  (iv)  Visits  to  Contracts 

(b)  Scabies  (i)  Home  Treatment 

(ii)  Baths  Treatment 

(c)  Verminous  Persons,  Premises  &c. 

(d)  Drains  &c.  (i)  Blocked  or  defective 

(ii)  Tested 

. (e)  General  Nuiscncos  (i)  Accumulation  of  Ashes  &c. 

(ii)  Tents,  Vans  &.  Sheds 
(iii)  Dangerous  Structures 
(iv)  IvIiscella.ncous  . 


18 
.  9 
23 
18 
6 
19 
9 
71 
35 
5 
17 
2 
4 


Food  &  Drugs  i>ct,  1938. 


42 


Petroleimi  Acts 
Factories  Act,  1937 
Control  of  Civil  Building 

Miscellaneous  Visits  &c. 


7 

7 

10 

260 

2,437 


Factories  Act,  1937  -  Part  I. 

1.  Inspections  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  (including 
inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspectors) : 


Premises 


(i)  Factories  in  -which 

Sections  1,  2,  3,  4  and 
6  arc  to  be  enforced 
by  loca.1  authorities 

(ii)  Fact cries  not  included 
in  (i)  in  which 
Section  7  is  enforced  by 
the  Loca.1  Authority. 

(iii)  Other  Premises  in  which 
Section  7  is  enforced  by 
the  Local  Authority 
(excluding  outworkers 
premises .) . 


Number  Number  No.  of  No.  of 

on  of  -written  Occupiers 

Register  Inspect^  notices  Prosecuted 


11 


1 


1 


56  2  1 


5 


4 


Total 


72 


7 


2 


2.  Cases  in  v/hich  DEFECTS  v/cro  found 


Particulars 


Pound 


Want  of  cleanliness  (S.l.)  1 

Ovenorowding  (Sl2.)  .  *  '  ' 

Unrea.sonablo  temperature  (S.3.  ) 
Inadequate  ventilation  (S.4. ) 
Ineffective  dra.inage  of 
floors  (S.6.)  ■  ■ 

Sanitary  Conveniences  (S.?) 

Ta)  insufficient 

(b)  unsuitable  or  defective  2 

(c)  Not  separate  for  sexes  1 

Other  offences  agarnst  the  Act 

(not  including  offences  relating 
to  outv/orkers) 


Remedied  Referred  Pound  by 

.  .  to_K,H-..a . -'H.M.'!- 

Inspector  Inspector 

1 


Total 


1 


Diphtheria,  Imminisation. 

1*  Immunisa.tion  in  rcLation  to  child  populai;ion. 


Number  of  children  virho  ha.d  completed  a  full  course  of 
immunisa.tion  at  any  time  up  to  3ist  Decemborj  1946. 


Age  at  31:12:46 

i.e.  Born  in  year 

Under 

I 

1946 

1 

1945 

2 

194:1 

3 

1943 

4 

1942 

5-9  10-14 
1937  1932 

to  to 

1941  1936 

Total 

under 

15 

Nxmaber  imm-unised 

116 

191 

203 

178 

1014  1347 

3049 

Estimated  rnid-ycar  ' — - - 

population  1946  1380  2090 . 


2.  Diphtheria  not  if  ic  a.  t  ions  ard  Deaths  in  relation  to  Immunisa.tion. 

1  ca.se  notified  -  Age  2  yrs  -  which  ha.d  not  completed  a  full 
course  of  immunisation.  There  were  no  deaths. 

PREV^ILENCE  OF,  IJt)  CONTROL  OVER,  INFECTIOUS  TJID  OTHER  DISEi^ES. 

As  for  a  number  of  previous  years  nov/,  the  District  had  a 
remarkably  low  record  of  infectious  disease  cases,  and  certainly  no 
epidemics. 


Notifiable  Diseases 

during  the 

Year  1946. 

Disease 

Caises 

Hospital 

Deaths 

Sraatll  Pox 

— 

— 

Scarlet  Fever 

18 

8  '  — 

- 

Diphtheria. 

2 

2  ■ 

Enteric  Fever 

4 

-  •  , 

•  -  - 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

2 

2 

- 

Pneumonia 

31  and 

1  soldier 

- 

8 

Erysipola.s 

5 

- 

.  - 

Dysentry  Ba.c illary 

9 

' 

- 

- 

Moa.sles 

40 

- 

- 

^Vhooping  Cough 

26 

- 

- 

Ccrcbrospina.l  Fever 

2 

1  ■ 

- 

7 


The  4  Enteric  Fever  cnscs  occurred  at  Berryv/oodj  also  the 
9  Bacillary  Dysentry  cases*  The  2  Cerebrospinal  ca.sos  were 
both  at  Dus ton. 

Tuberculosis. 


Age  NEW  CASES  DEATHS 


Periods 

Respiratory 

N  on-R  0  sp i r at o  ry 

Respiratory 

Non-Re spir at ory 

M. 

P 

M 

P 

M 

P 

M 

P 

1 

- 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

* 

1 

5 

- 

1  • 

2 

1 

1 

- 

1 

- 

15 

- 

1 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

25 

5 

4 

- 

- 

1 

1 

- 

— 

35 

4 

1 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

45 

1 

1 

- 

0 

2 

- 

- 

- 

55 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

65  and 

upwards 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Totals 

11 

9 

3 

2 

4 

2 

1 

1 

Two  soldiers  have  been  excluded?  but  1  prisoner  of  war  in  the 
25  group  has  boon  included. 

Yours  faithfully, 


H.  P.  PERCIV/iL. 


